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many firms deliver their products free, yet, since it is often both
expensive and difficult for the village housewife to go to the town,
she may have to pay a higher price, owing to having a smaller
choice, than the city housewife.
Rents, however, are usually substantially lower for the agricul-
tural than for the industrial worker. According to the field inquiry1
the majority of the farm labourers' cottages were tied to the
farm; the labourer took the cottage with his job and vacated it
when his employment with the farmer ceased. Only 18 out of 66
labourers reported that they were living in cottages which were not
tied.
The average rent paid was $s. lod. per week. As shown in the
accompanying table (42), more than half the workers paid a rent of
approximately 3^. per week. The rent of the 18 non-tied cottages
was higher than for the tied cottages, averaging ^s. 6d. compared
with 3J\ icd. for all the 66 cottages. All the three cottages with rents
of 6j\ 6d. or over were non-tied. In 9 of the tied cottages the rent of
the cottage was included as part of the labourer's wages.
table 42
Rents of farm labourers* cottages visited in the Survey Area

Rent per week 
Number of cottages 
Under 2s. 6d.
zs. 6d. to 3J. $d.
3J-. 6d. to 4f. }d.
4J-. 6d. to 5-r. ^d.
jj1. 6d. to 6.r. ^d.
6s. 6d. and over
Not given 
6
38
5
2
6
3
n 
Total 
7i 
These rents compare with rents of council houses in Oxford
ranging from u*. zd.> on an estate where the rents are on a differential
basis, to 2IJ-. per week. No average is available, but it is certain that
few city dwellers, and indeed few country dwellers with untied houses,
pay as little as the farm workers.
This difference in rent represents partly a real difference in the cost
of living. Partly, however, it is the reflection of the difference in the
standard of living. The size of the cottages was perhaps not small
compared with the city. The number of rooms per cottage varied
1 See p. 1*7 above.

